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 Compendex Tip Sheet 
 
General  Covers records from 1884 to today 

Covers all fields of engineering – indexes about 5,100 unique titles, 
including scholarly journals, conferences, trade journals, standards, 
and technical reports.   
Print version = Engineering Index T 1.E46  
SFX enabled, which means you can link to the full text of articles if 
they are available.   
 

Search Fields Limit your search to specific fields like author, author affiliation, 
title or more.  Use the All fields for broadening your search.  Using 
the different fields allow you to search more precisely.  

 
Author Search Tip: Use the Author Browse Index when doing an author search.  Use the 

Expert Search if there are more than three variations on an author’s 
name.  
 

 
 
Limit Types 
Default Date What date range do you want to search?  The default is 1884 -

current year.  Use the drop down boxes to narrow the years you 
search.   

 
Treatment Type Only want the management aspects, economic, historical, literature 

review, numerical, theoretical, or other aspects of a topic?  Change 
the treatment type. 

 
Sorting The default is Relevance; if you want your search results to sort by 

date you can change that either before your search or from the 
search results page.   
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EI Control Terms: Are you getting too many results with your search? Having trouble 
limiting to specific concepts?  Browse the EI Control Terms list.  
Some common control terms to help narrow a search could be: 
Biocompatibility  Computer simulation  
Design  Mathematical models 
Mathematical techniques Method 
Numerical analysis Structural analysis 
Industry United States or other 

geographic term 
 

Additional Features 
 

 
 

Search History: Works great in this database.  Highly recommend using it to build 
searches, especially when working on products made from different 
types of materials, when you’re looking for complex ideas and how 
they relate to one another, or when examining emerging technologies.   

 
Selected Records You can mark records from various searches, when you’re ready to 

look at your selected records click on the Selected Records link.  
Make sure you click off the check box that says “Clear selected 
records on new search.”  

 
Set Up a Profile Once you set up a profile you can save searchers to rerun them some 

other time or on a different computer.   
 
Alerts Set up alerts to notify you when new research in your area is added 

to the database. 
 
Need Help Not having luck finding what you want?  Contact a librarian.  The 

Engineering Librarians are:  
 

Liz Mengel 
emengel@jhu.edu  

 Applied Mathematics and Statistics 
 Biomedical Engineering  
 Civil Engineering  
 Electrical and Computer Engineering  
 Mechanical Engineering 

Stephen Stich  
sstich@jhu.edu 

 Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
 Geography and Environmental Engineering 
 Materials Science and Engineering 

Sue Vazakas  
svazakas@jhu.edu  

 Computer Science 

 


